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"There are many better men in the world than you," God said to me 
after I had been put In Prison; " and there are many who have done much 
more; hut you tried so hard to get on, and you could not; and you worked 
your way on until you did not care for any of them. The reason you sinned 
more than they did, was because you were tempted more. Yoa have been 
punished for your sins." Then in my thoughts 1 said to God: " Have I been 
punished for all my sins?" And God answered: "You have not been 
punished for all of them." H. B 
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INTRODUCTION 

I must ask people to excuse me for 
putting illustrations in this book. I 
want them to realize that I speak the 
truth. I also wish them to have an 
idea of what I am like in appearance. 
I am a very ordinary looking man 
and I know it, but I also know that 
when I read any work I like to have 
an idea of what the author is like. It 
helps me to understand his words. I 
ask all to believe that it is for that 
reason alone I decided that perhaps it 
might help to bring people to a knowl- 
edge of truth, if I sent my own por- 
trait with this, and asked the publish- 
ers if they would kindly illustrate 
these pages. I am not a man who 
seeks to glorify himself. Neither do 

I receive the flattery of men. I seek 
1 
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8 INTRODUCTION 

to please my most kind and glorious 
Heavenly Father, who is my true 
witness. To His Son, who died for me 
and who was crucified, and called 
madman ; for my sake, I dedicate these 
words of truth. 
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PART I 

I am by name Harold Brodrick and 
my father is Thomas Brodrick, who is 
at present living near Invercargill, a 
small town that is in the south of New 
Zealand. He emigrated to New 
Zealand a few years after his mar- 
riage. He married the second and 
youngest daughter of the late Rad- 
ford Potts, of Beverly, Yorkshire. I 
am the sixth child of that marriage 
and the second born out of England. 
Shortly after my father's arrival in 
New Zealand he settled at a place 
called Wangerei, in the North Island. 
It was in his cottage, on that farm, I 
was born. The date of that event is 
December, 1861. I was christened 
by a Mr. Volkner, who was afterward 
murdered. I see that "Haydn's Dic- 
tionary of Dates "gives the information 
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10 THE SON OF MAN 

that his murderers were executed on 
the 1 7th of May, 1866. 

Soon after I was born we left the 
North and went South, and on to 
Invercargill. I have got four brothers 
and three sisters, all of whom are in 
Australasia. 



OF MY BOYHOOD. 

My boyhood was spent at Invercar- 
gill and in the surrounding district 
of Southland. I did not ^o to school 
until I was about eight years old. I 
received some instruction at home 
before that. My eldest sister Ada 
taught me. My education was chiefly 
given me by a Mr. Samuel Dyer. He 
taught me to believe in God. He 
left Invercargill when I was about 
eleven or twelve years old, so far as I 
can remember. They told me he had 
been called by God to go to China 
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THE SON OF MAN II 

and teach the people of that country 
about God. After that I went to 
different schools. I finished my school 
education when I was about fifteen 
years old. I then went into the office 
of the resident locomotive engineer 
at Invercargill. 

As a boy I had a very free life. I 
had plenty of boating, shooting and 
riding. We were not well off, but in 
New Zealand sport costs very little. 
I was a very quiet boy. I used to sit 
quite still when we had visitors, and 
listen to what was said. I wanted to 
improve myself. Some of my holidays 
were spent on a sheep station of the 
name of Ardlussa. It belonged to a 
Mr. MacNeill. I learned many things 
from him. Until I was about twelve 
years old I prayed nearly every night 
before going to bed. As I got older 
I wandered away from doing as it is 
well to do. 

I remained in the office of the resi- 
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12 THE SON OF MAN 

dent locomotive engineer, at Inver- 
cargill, for a little less than a year. 
Then I went with a Mr. Richardson 
to learn surveying. He kindly took 
some trouble to educate me. After a 
time I managed to learn a little and 
then I got work to do and in that way 
saved money. It was not much, but 
it was enough for me to get along with. 
Work got slack in Southland. I 
thought it was time I went out in the 
world. I left Invercargill on the 24th 
day of July, 1883. I went to Christ- 
church, and having visited Mr. and Mrs. 
Baker at their place, Chilcomb, I then 
went on to Auckland. It is a nice place 
and the old capital of New Zealand. I 
remained there about two weeks. Then 
I went on to Sydney, in Australia. 
From Sydney I went to Tasmania. I 
was there during Christmas of 1883. 
I returned to Sydney. Then after a 
month or two I managed to get work 
in Western Australia. It was con- 
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THE SON OF MAN I3 

tract surveying that was offered me 
there. I went from Sydney to Albany 
in the P. & O. steamer "Parramatta," 
and then on to Fremantle in a small 
steamer and from there to Perth by 
train. 



IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

In Western Australia I succeeded in 
doing fairly well. I tried my best to 
get along. I made a little money 
there at surveying. Then I went in 
for cattle farming with Keith Adam, 
who is a son of the Right Honorable 
W. P. Adam. Mr.W. P. Adam was 
at the time of his death governor of the 
Madras Presidency, India. I had not 
enough capital to succeed at farming. 
I was compelled to give it up. I then 
did more surveying in West Australia. 
I did not like that class of work. I 
liked the people of Western Australia 
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14 THE SON OF MAN 

very much. I received much kind- 
ness from them. In Perth I had a 
share of a house, with Adam and Burn- 
side. Burnside is a Barrister-at-law, 
in Perth. He is a son of Sir Bruce 
Burnside, the Chief -Justice of Ceylon. 
A nephew of the late Sir Harry St. 
George Ord also lived with us. It 
was from men of that class I got my 
education. 

I had a varied experience in Aus- 
tralia. Driving cattle from the "run" 
down to the sea coast, and hunting 
kangaroos, and being among the 
blackfellows and so on. In the 
southern district where we were, 
cattle have to be taken from the 
"Bush run" to the "Sea Coast run" 
for change of food. If this is not done 
at least once a year many of them 
die. I got fever in Perth. That 
weakened me and made me want 
change. Work also got slack: I left 
Fremantle in a steamer called the 
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THE SON OF MAN 1 5 

"Australind" on the 22d day of 
February, 1887. In her, I went to 
Singapore. She was making her first 
trip. We called at most of the small 
coast ports on the way up. We had 
a long voyage. It was very hot at 
that time of the year. The scenery 
among the "straits settlements" is 
pretty. 

TRAVELS AFTER LEAVING SING- 
APORE. 

From Singapore I went to Ceylon 
in the P. & O. steamer " Caromandel." 
At Ceylon I stayed one night in the 
house of Sir Bruce Burnside, the Chief- 
Justice. His son was very kind to 
me. We drove out one afternoon. It 
is a pretty sight to see the "cices" or 
footmen (I don't quite know what they 
call them there) jump down from the 
back of the carriage and run in front 
or at the side of the horses' heads, as 
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they go round "corners" of streets. 
From Ceylon I went to England. I 
remained in England for a short time. 
From there I visited Paris; then I 
went back to London. I was there at 
the time of the Queen's Jubilee cere- 
monies. I visited also Hull, Notting- 
ham and Stratford'On-Avon. Also 
several other places. At Stratford I 
first made the acquaintance of my 
aunt, Mrs. Spry. She was my moth- 
er's only sister. Her husband was an 
army surgeon in India. I also met a 
Mr. Thomas Radford Potts, and I was 
then for the first time introduced to 
his brother and half sisters. I was 
not aware before that I had any con- 
nections of their names. After that 
I decided to go to New York to see 
what was going on there. I left Liv- 
erpool in a steamer called the "Ohio." 
She was rather full of passengers. We 
had a stormy passage across. It took 
about thirteen days. I enjoyed the 
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THE SON OF MAN 1 7 

storm. On that steamer I met a Mr. 
Ives, who kindly put my name down 
at the University Club in New York. 
I was in New York in the month of 
August, 1887. I was on board the 
"Thistle," the English yacht that 
raced with the "Volunteer." I did 
not see the race. I heard in New 
York about the Argentine Republic. 
I decided to go there. I went over- 
land to a place called Newport News. 
From there I proceeded in the steamer 
"Allianca"as far as Rio de Janeiro. 
I studied Spanish on the way. I felt 
a little nervous about going to Buenos 
Ayres as I was told that nearly all the 
people there spoke Spanish. From 
Rio I went in a messagerie maritime 
steamer to Buenos Ayres. I had very 
little money with me then. I had 
plenty in Australia. I do not mean 
by that that I was well off. I had not 
more than a few hundred pounds in 
the world. 
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ABOUT THREE YEARS IN ARGEN- 
TINA. 

I remained in Argentina a little less 
than three years. I found railway 
work was plentiful. I got along fairly 
after a time as regards money -making. 
I went to a place called Rosario. It 
is the second largest town of the Re- 
public. I then got on a railway sur- 
vey that was over two hundred miles 
in length. It went through the 
" Pampas Central." I was a leveler 
only on that work to begin with. 
Afterward I got promoted. The 
engineer-in-chief was a Mr. G. A. 
Miller. He came from the United 
States. I liked that work. Occa- 
sionally while out there I had some 
guanaco hunting and deer stalking. 
" Gamas" they call the deer out there. 
After we had finished in the Pampas 
I returned to Buenos Ayres. Then I 
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THE SON OF MAN IQ 

went to Oran, a place that is in the 
north of the Argentine Republic, and 
near Bolivia. I had a railway to sur- 
vey there. There were a mixed race 
of people at Oran. After having 
finished there I returned to Rosario. 
I was not well then. I had been ill 
all the time I was at Oran. I went to 
Montevideo for a change. I was there 
during the Christmas of 1888. It is 
a nice place and very healthy. I went 
to a Spanish bull fight there and had 
an opportunity of seeing that class of 
sport. I did not think it was barbar- 
ous then, but I do now. There were 
a number of horses killed on that day. 
Then I returned to Rosario and 
started private work there. I had 
not succeeded in making much money 
in Argentine so far. I had done 
plenty of work, but working for a 
salary at the sort of thing I was 
doing is not according to my ideas of 
progression. I was determined to 
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make money out there. Then I 
began to think and try to understand 
how it was that some men could 
make money and I could not. I de- 
cided that God must have been 
against me. I think I liked that 
idea. It made me wonder if God did 
think of fellows like myself. Then I 
took a " writing album " and in it I 
wrote that if I saved any sum over 
a thousand pounds within a year, that 
I would give a part of it to doing 
good. I then put it away and I 
looked upon that as an understanding 
or agreement between myself and 
God. I felt that He would show me 
a way to make money and I did not 
make a mistake. I then did some 
work in connection with the Rosario 
Port scheme. I saw a chance of buy- 
ing land that I thought would increase 
in value quickly. I got the offer of 
that land made me, or, rather, I got 
a broker to get it for me. I made 
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very much more than a thousand 
pounds out of it. Then I doubted. I 
had made many thousands of pounds 
before that one, and people can form 
their own conclusions as to whether 
God helped me or not on that occa- 
sion. I don't think He helped me any 
more than He does any one else who 
believes in helping themselves and 
who knows that there is a God and 
trusts Him. I worked for all I got in 
America. A man can work with 
his head as well as his hands in this 
world. It is a good thing to be able 
to do both. I then surveyed a rail- 
way line from a place called Rio 
Segundo to a place "Alta Gracia," 
which was on the Cordova Hills. 
There is an old Jesuit monastery at 
Alta Gracia and a small, artificial 
lake of water. It is a pretty place. 
After that I did other work. Then 
I heard of an expedition that was 
going to travel across the country 
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from near Rosario to the Argentine 
side of the Andes mountains, near 
Chili. I applied for the position of 
engineer to the expedition and got 
it. I wanted to see the country near 
ChiH. It was more on that account I 
went than for what was paid me. 
The object of the trip was to see if a 
railway line to the coal-fields that 
were over there would be a good 
investment. We started about the 
beginning of the year of 1890. We 
rode all the way and slept out at 
night. Sometimes we had a tent put 
up. After going about six hundred 
miles in that way, sometimes through 
thinly populated country, we arrived 
at a place on a river called the 
Neuquen. I had a day's guanaco 
stalking there. It was more " track- 
ing" them than "stalking,'* for I 
followed their footprints up the side 
of a mountain spur. They had been 
down to water. It was dusk when I 
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THE SON OF MAN 23 

came in sight of them, and I was 
about three thousand feet up from the 
valley. I was several miles from 
"camp." I shot three guanacos 
with a repeating rifle I had. Then I 
went back to rest. We moved on 
from that place, and early in April 
arrived at a village called Norquin. 
Then my work was done. I took a 
sort of spring cart or " galera" as it 
is called, and went to a place where 
the coach started from. Then on by 
it down the " Rio Negro" river and 
back to Rosario. I arrived there 
early in May. Then I spent my 
time in writing a report and making 
plans or superintending the making 
of them. I then decided to go to 
England. I therefore proceeded to 
Buenos Ayres and went from there in 
the royal mail steamer " Thames." 
She left Buenos Ayres on the loth 
day of August, 1890. 
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MY MOVEMENTS AFTER AUGUST, 1 890. 

In the "Thames" I went to Rio de 
Janeiro, and then on to England. I 
met a Mr. Topham on board, whom 1 
had known of in AustraHa. He is con- 
nected with the Manchester Ship Canal 
Works. He knows of my people in 
New Zealand. On my arrival in 
London I went to the Victoria Hotel 
and then I moved to 93 Jermyn street. 
I called upon Sir Charles Adam then 
and spoke with him about financing a 
railway project. His brother in Aus- 
tralia told me about him. I had not 
met him before. I then paid a visit to 
.my uncle at Stratford-on-Avon. He 
has about 60 acres of land round his 
house there. I liked the quiet of that 
place. I remained there about two 
weeks. I rented the shooting of rab- 
bits and hares on a place near, for 
two weeks. There were very few 
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THE SON OF MAN 2$ 

rabbits and not any hares, that I 
saw, upon it. I had some boating on 
the Avon. Then I returned to Lon- 
don. I did some business there. 
Then I went to Guernsey. I have a 
cousin there, by name James Hume 
Spry. He introduced me to Major 
Groves and his wife. We had a 
picnic there. We also visited Sark. 
Then I returned to London. Then I 
went to visit a Mr. Roger Dodington 
at Horsington House, Templecombe, 
Somerset. I met him in Argentina. 
I went out cub hunting, as he was 
kind enough to offer me a mount. 
We had a very enjoyable morning's 
sport. That is the only hunting I 
ever have done in England. 

After that I returned to London 
and then I got rather lonely and I 
decided that I would go "home.'' I 
went out to New Zealand in a steam- 
er called the "Kaikoura," and she 
called at, Cape Colony, then she went 
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a long way south, further than is usual, 
I think; we went south of Kerguelen 
Island. We spent Christmas of 1890 
at sea, then we arrived at Wellington, 
New Zealand. 

IN NEW ZEALAND AGAIN. 

From Wellington I went on to Lyt- 
tleton in a small steamer. Then on 
to Christchurch by train. I arrived 
there on New Year's day, 1 89 1 . That 
afternoon I went to Lancaster Park 
to see some tennis. The Bakers, 
whom I have before mentioned, took 
me with them in their carriage. I 
got Baker to put my name down at 
the Christchurch Club; then after a 
few days I went on south. At Tim- 
aru my brother Frank met me. He 
looked as if he were an Englishman. 
I did not know him at first. I also 
was met there by my eldest brother's 
wife. She is a daughter of Mr. Ayl- 
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um, who was a magistrate at Akaroa. 
Baker went to Timaru by the same 
train and left it there. He intro- 
duced me to a Mr. Ritchie of Dune- 
din on that station. At Dunedin I 
went to the Grand Hotel. Then the 
next day I arrived at Invercargill. I 
had looked forward for many years to 
the time when I should again be 
among those who knew me, I had 
been among strangers all the time I 
was abroad. Some people may not 
know what it is to be among strang- 
ers. I hope they never will. It is not 
pleasant to be among people who do 
not know who you are or where you 
came from. I therefore write this. 
In future I want people to know me. 

On my arrival I was met by my 
father and brother and sisters. I shall 
not forget that day; I felt a stranger 
among them. I had been away too 
long. They had changed and I had 
changed. I was a pushing and ambi- 
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tious man then. I had been among 
men of advanced ideas and I had 
some silly proud ideas — I thought that 
I was a little bit too good for Inver- 
cargill. I have been humbled since. 
I soon got to know my people again, 
and the people in the country were 
kind enough to ask me to stay on 
their sheep stations.. I enjoyed that. 
I always have been fond of a country 
life. I had some good rabbit shooting 
out there. 

After that I went to the West 
Coast Sounds of New Zealand in a 
steamer called the "Tarawera." The 
scenery there is very pretty. Then 
on my return from there I went to 
Dunedin to see some races. Then I 
returned to Invercargill. Soon after 
that I went to Christchurch. I 
stayed with the Bakers there. After 
that I went to visit my brother Noel. 
He was surveying in the Ahuriri 
Gorge. I practiced driving the coach 
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from Fairlie Creek to Tekapo. It is 
a four-in-hand. I am not a good 
driver. From Pukaki ferry I rode to 
a sheep station called Birchwood, then 
over the mountain pass to Ahuriri 
Gorge. I found my brother and his 
wife "camped" there. I soon after 
went back to Pukaki and on to Mount 
Cook. I expected to meet Baker 
there. He came in a "buggy." We 
then shot as we went back to Fairlie 
Creek. We got a few ducks and 
other birds, and I shot a hare : The 
first I ever had shot in New Zealand. 
New Zealand is a place I like and I 
was sorry to have to leave it. People 
were very kind to me there. 

NEW ZEALAND TO BUENOS AYRES. 

Just after the middle of April, 1891, 
I left Lyttleton in the steamer "Rim- 
utaka." Baker came to see me off 
^nd introduce me to a number of 
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people on board, who also were going 
by the steamer. Among them were 
the Miss Tripps of Orari Station, 
Timaru, South Canterbury. I men- 
tion names occasionally in order 
that people may realize that I am 
writing the truth. I am tired of the 
way some doubt my word. It is not 
fair to me. If I do not speak the 
truth let some man come forward 
and state in writing where I am 
wrong. At the time I left New Zea- 
land my thoughts began to turn to 
God. I realized then that Mr. Dyer, 
who taught me as a child to trust in 
God, was the most sincere friend I 
ever had. If I had not had a knowl- 
edge of God then, I would no longer 
have cared to live. I felt very lonely 
then. We came through the Straits 
of Magellan. The scenery there is 
very good. In Tierra del Fuego there 
are some very pretty colored foxes, 
and their skins make the nicest kind 
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of rugs. The people of that region 
are very small but they are just the 
same race of people as we are. All 
people on earth are of the same family. 
Any man who arrives at any other 
conclusion is mistaken. 

• After a time we arrived at Rio de 
Janeiro. I was then told that there 
was quarantine in Buenos Ayres; 
and as I had business in London I 
decided to go on there and take a di- 
rect steamer out to the River Plate, 
and in that way avoid quarantine. 

After leaving Rio we had a pleas- 
ant passage. On the 20th of May, in 
the evening, we had a dance. The 
upper deck of the steamer was cov- 
ered in and nicely lighted with the 
electric light. I did not dance much. 
I am not a good dancer, I am told. 
We arrived at Gravesend on Sunday, 
the 31st day of May, 1891. I re- 
mained in England until the 2d da)^ 
of July, 1 89 1. On that day I em- 
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barked in the mail steamer " Clyde'' 
and went out to Buenos Ayres. Soon 
after my arrival there I made ar- 
rangements to start colonizing lands. 
I had very little money, but I hoped 
to be able to finance my project 
in London. I felt then that I had 
got some work that I liked. I 
thought I could see my way to be- 
ing very happy. In September I 
again embarked for England, and 
shortly after we left Montevideo, 
I became as happy as I ever had been. 
It was a very quiet kind of happiness. 
Perhaps it made me look as if I had 
been crying, and possibly I had. The 
fact is that I had got back my old 
faith in God. I felt that He was tak- 
ing care of me, and I think people 
will excuse me for telling them that 
I was so grateful to Him that I not 
only cried then but I can hardly speak 
of His goodness now without crying. 
When I found out that God really 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE SON OF MAN 33 

had been watching over me all those 
years when I had been trying to get 
along, and really cared for me, it took 
all my pride out of me, and I do not 
mind confessing that I sobbed like a 
child. I had longed and hungered 
for that love of God for many a long 
year. I was looking for God when 
I traveled. I wanted to find Him. 
People will realize what I mean better 
when I tell them that as a child I 
had the most perfect faith in God. I 
did not know where God was, but I 
used to work on and on, and do my 
lessons at school as well as I could, 
and wait on my mother, who was ill ; 
and then after her death I don't think 
I ever was happy again. I wanted 
to go to Heaven to be with God. 
That idea I had for a very short time 
after her death. Then, I don't know 
how it began, but I gradually ceased 
to think there was a God. I have 
clinched my teeth with rage, and I 

8 
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have blasphemed the name of God 
many a time since. I think that was 
because I was annoyed to think that 
what Mr. Dyer told me was not true. 
I shall ask Mr. Dyer to excuse me 
and to forgive me for those ideas. 
He was right, and I was a fool to 
doubt him. 

After that we arrived at Rio de 
Janeiro, and then one afternoon I went 
to the Tijuca Hotel with some friends 
of mine, who were also on the 
steamer, going to England. It was 
the night I was there that I felt 
that I must try and work for God ; I 
had a revelation of the truth from 
Him. Will people excuse me for 
using that word "revelation" — I per- 
haps should say that I came to a 
further knowledge of God. 

When we got to England I did a 
very foolish thing. I wanted to let 
people know that I had had a revela- 
tion of the truth from God. I spoke 
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to one or two people about it but 
they did not seem interested. I then 
thought it was my duty to announce 
myself as the messenger of God. It 
was a silly thing to do, but I really 
thought it would be a good thing for 
people to know erf what had occurred 
to me. A man who is sent is a mes- 
senger, I thought to myself, and I did 
not then realize that people do not 
like sudden announcements of that 
kind. I must ask those to whom I 
announced myself to excuse me. I 
will not do so again. 

Now it came to the knowledge of a 
cousin of mine that I had done that 
thing, and he came to see me. At 
the time he came I did not answer 
any questions ; I was acting as God 
inspired me to do. Then they had a 
doctor to see me, and on the night of 
Tuesday, the 20th of October, the 
voice of God was heard by myself 
and by those around me. They did 
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not understand, and God did not wish 
them to. I need not say any more on 
that subject. I again did not answer 
questions after I saw that no one be- 
lieved in me, or in God. Those 
things happened at 17 Bury St., St. 
James's, London; I had rooms there. 

On the 23d of October I was 
taken to a lunatic asylum — and the 
next morning I spoke and told those 
there I was suffering them to ill-treat 
me and put me in prison in order that 
I might do as God told me, and in 
order that they might believe I was 
sent by God to tell them the truth. 
They would not let me go. They 
would not believe me. I prophesied 
on December the second, as God told 
me, and I told them, there should be 
weeping and wailing That was fol- 
lowed by the influenza epidemic. It 
was a thing that would have come in 
any case; I only foretold its coming. 
Then God spoke to me on several 
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occasions and He told me I should be 
released from there and they should 
not harm me. People need not think 
I saw God. God is a Spirit, and he 
is in the air we breathe. He spoke 
to me so gently and so kindly that I 
can not tell people how I love God. 
Now He spoke to me several times 
after that, and He told me about the 
people who were descended from 
those who were saved in the Ark — 
of course we all are descendants of 
those people, but I mean that God 
told me about the first generations 
after the flood. He told me of their 
migrations. It was not until the 15th 
of April that I carne to a knowledge 
of God, and the fact that He is also 
the Devil. 

Devil is only a name for that Spirit 
that tempts people to do wrong, and 
so tries them. It is God who tries 
them. He is the father of all Spirits. 
On the 15th of April I wrote an in- 
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spired letter to the Commissioners in 
Lunacy. God put into my thoughts 
all I said. 

On the 2oth of June I was released 
from the place they put me in. I had 
to humble myself to obtain that re- 
lease, and God, who is my father now, 
has taught me that I must try and be 
more humble still. People will, I hope, 
excuse me if I say anything that of- 
fends them. I have no wish to do so. 

On the last day of June I left Eng- 
land in a mail steamer called the 
"Magdalena," and I met people on 
board whom I liked to talk to, so the 
voyage did not seem very long. 

I then went and told people that I 
was sorry I could not go on with my 
colonizing plans, as I had other work 
to do. Those whom I had done bus- 
iness with in the matter were exceed- 
ingly kind and did not push me to 
hear my reasons for changing my 
views ; I was gratefi^l to them. 
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I left Buenos Ayres again on Sat- 
urday, the 13th of August, 1892. r 
went by a very nice river steamer 
called the "Eolo" as far as Monte- 
video, and then I transhipped into a 
Pacific steamer called the "Potosi," 
and in her went to Rio de Janeiro. I 
then went on to New York in a 
steamer called the "Vigilancia," and 
arrived in New York on Tuesday, 
September the 13th, 1892. I left 
New York the next day and came 
on to Chicago, where I now am writ- 
ing this. I trust that if what I now 
am writing does not interest the peo- 
ple of this and other countries, that I 
shall at least not offend any one with 
what I have said and still have to 
write of. I must do my duty. I 
have for nearly two months been try- 
ing to tell people the things that God 
has revealed to me. I have been so 
afraid that I shall again be put into 
one of those places that I was in, in 
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England. I know that my duty is to 
make public what God said to me, 
and if people do not agree with my 
views, then I do not wish to make 
them. All people are entitled to 
hold their own views. I am aware 
that God has not spoken to any one 
on this earth for about eighteen hun- 
dred years, and therefore I can under- 
stand that many will doubt and won- 
der how such a thing could be. I 
would not believe a man who told me 
God spoke to him, unless I tried him 
and found he spoke the truth. I have 
told my story in a way that I hope 
will give those who read an insight 
into my past. I have not done it 
well, but I ask all those who read it 
to excuse my very imperfect writings, 
and not to be offended, but just to 
say, ''It is the best he can do," for 
that is the truth. 

I shall now write of those things 
that I hope will interest some people. 
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They who are not interested are dead 
men in spirit now, and they have no 
chance of ever getting into the king- 
dom of God. He who does not be- 
lieve in me does not believe in God 
who has sent me. I am of no impor- 
tance at all, and I have been what is 
called a great sinner, but because I 
repented of my sins God has forgiven 
them, and not only done that, but 
allowed me to be the bearer of His 
message to His people. I do so in all 
humility, and if I am not believed I 
can not help it, God will see that 
people do not despise me too much. 
I suffered night and day in silence in 
order to learn what I have. I told 
God I would die for the people or suf- 
fer for them when He revealed to me 
that they nearly all are spiritually 
dead, and He made me suffer for 
them. 
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PART II 

I am aware that there are many 
people in the world who have an 
idea that Jesus Christ will come 
again. I had that idea once. It is 
not so. When Jesus left this earth 
He left it forever. He said before He 
went away, -'I go to my Father and 
am no more seen." People should 
not read the Bible too much. It is a 
Book that was written by many men 
of different ideas. God is the Father 
of Spirits, and He therefore is also the 
father of that spirit called the devil. 
It is God Himself, under that name, 
who tempts people. I have found 
that out by bitter experience. People 
need not»think God taught me in any 
uncommon way. He made me learn 
by experience. He spoke to me on 
several occasions just before I went 
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into Munster House Prison, and just 
about three weeks after He again 
spoke, and then again after that. He 
did so because He knew I could not 
bear any more of the persecution 
and trouble that was put upon me. 
If He had not spoken then I should 
have been compelled to give in. 

The term Son of Man is used as a 
collective term, in the Bible. All 
those things said of the Son" of Man 
coming have been literally fulfilled 
in my case, and they will also be ful- 
filled by the people of the world who 
get into the state that I am now in. I 
have overcome sin. I have had the 
joys or spiritual pleasures revealed to 
me that Jesus said should be revealed to 
those who get into Heaven. I am in 
Heaven now, or rather it is in me 
It is only another name for happiness. 
People may think my remarks arc 
not consistent. I have spoken of my 
troubles and then I speak of happi 
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ness. The fact is that men who have 
the greatest sorrow in this world 
also get the greatest happiness. My 
troubles will be over soon now. God 
told me that Himself. 

Now it is said that the coming of 
the Son of Man shall be accompanied 
with distress of nations and men's 
hearts failing them for fear. I came 
more than a year ago, and at that 
time there was distress of nations, 
and it was great distress, and there 
was perplexity. In London, last 
year, during the months of December 
and January, men's hearts were fail- 
ing them for fear. The death rate 
of London had increased to nearly 
double its usual rate, and I read my- 
self in a journal called "Truth," that 
men's hearts were failing them for 
fear. 

Many of the great men of the 
world returned to the dust from 
which they came while I was in pris- 
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on. It was not done on my account. 
Nothing is done for my sake. Every- 
thing is done because it is the will of 
God. He works in a way that al- 
ways has and always will defy the 
wisest of men of this earth, and 
puzzle them. Men are only the instru- 
ments of God. . There has also been 
distress of nations since the creation 
of nations. The Son of Man has been 
coming ever since Jesus went away. 
The people of this world are the "Son 
of Man." I am the Son of Man who is 
appointed by God Himself to act for 
Him and in His name and that of His 
son. People need not think that Jesus 
has any power at * all except what 
God gives Him. I have no power 
except it be given me of God. I am 
nothing at all ; I am simply a creature 
who lives according to the pleasure 
of God. He has told me that the Son 
of Man shall live a thousand years 
and people can think and find out 
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what that means. There have been 
signs in the sun and in the moon; the 
sea and the waves have roared. 

I saw signs in the sun and in the 
moon last year while I was in prison. 
The sun turned almost blood red one 
day and then suddenly back to a 
bright yellow. That was during a 
mist. It was not a sign given in a way 
that unbelievers should see. That 
is a sign that was given me, in order to 
call my attention to the fact that there 
should be signs in the sun. Now I 
will tell people something that will 
perhaps make them open their eyes. 
A part of the strength of the sun has 
been smitten. That is a sign in the 
sun. It is no use men kicking against 
facts. I myself read in the English 
newspapers, last year, that the strength 
of the sun was said by competent men 
to be getting less. People need not 
be alarmed at that. It has been going 
on since the creation of the world. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE SON OF MAN 47 

All things are worked by the will 
of God, and He does not intend to 
terrify people by doing anything very 
suddenly. The end of the world is 
not for a long time yet. God told me 
that. He also told me that the weep- 
ing and wailing and gnashing of teeth 
mentioned in the Bible is a thing that 
has been going on since the beginning 
of knowledge of good and evil in man. 
It is mentioned by me in order that 
people need not be afraid. God may 
and probably will afflict them with 
plagues, pestilences and famines as He 
always has done until they learn to do 
His will, and in plain words put into 
practice what they have long done in 
theory. Public praying is contrary to 
the teachings of Jesus. "When 3'ou 
pray, do so in secret." Those are the 
words of God spoken from the temple 
called Jesus. People must excuse me 
if I offend their ideas by calling Jesus a 
''temple." The fact is that we all are 
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the temples of God. God does not 
dwell in churches built by the hand of 
man. Any one can see that. • A nice 
sort of thing it would be if we all had 
to bow down to the Queen of Eng- 
land, who calls herself the "Head of 
the Church." God does not want 
any people of that sort as head of His 
church. "Defender of the Faith," 
she calls herself; and I went to Eng- 
land, only wishing to do good for my 
fellowmen, and I was cast into prison 
and kept there under the laws of this 
"Defender of the Faith." Do people 
know how that title was obtained ? I 
will tell them. It was first conferred 
upon Henry VIII of England by the 
Pope of Rome, because Henry VIII 
wrote against Luther. Now people 
know who Luther was ; and if they 
think Henry VIII was a good man 
they are much mistaken. He was a 
synagogue of Satan. He was a po- 
lygamist and a murderer. A mur- 
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derer does not always mean a man 
who actually stabs or kills another. 
The man who is instrumental in caus- 
ing the death of another is a murderer. 
I happen to have true records by me 
and I know things about Henry the 
8th that have never yet been made 
very public. If I were to write the truth 
about that man it would make people's 
flesh creep. They would be horri- 
fied. Of course all educated men 
know that we all were barbarians not 
many years ago. We have come 
through all sorts of stages of civilization 
and we are the resurrection of those 
who are dead. There is nolife after 
death. I am sorry to tell people so 
because I know it will cause them 
pain. It is true. 

People should try to think what this 
earth is and what we are. This planet 
is only one of a number that are in 
space. We are in space, men say. I 

say we are in God. God is a spirit and 
4 
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the air we breathe is what keeps us 
alive. Now, it is a favorite saying that 
God is life. How can that be when the 
air we breathe is the life ? It can be 
because the air we breathe is of God. 

Look up to the blue sky. What is 
it? What did the people of Greece 
worship in olden times! What did 
all the first descendants of those who 
were saved in the Ark worship .^^ If 
people read they will find that they 
then believed God was in everything. 
They believed He took the form of 
man and of animals and of trees and 
of all life, and they believed the truth. 
God is everything. 

When man was first created he 
came out of the earth. All people 
know that, they say ! But will you ex- 
cuse me for saying that they don't 
quite realize it. The earth came by 
evolution out of the will of God, and 
man came by evolution out of the 
earth. He had no name. He was 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE SON OF MAN 5 1 

simply a manifestation or incarnation 
of God. It is no use people pulling 
long faces and talking about "my 
views" and so on. They will find 
that they all will come round to the 
views God has given me. I don't 
write or speak of things unless I know 
that they are true. I am a very poor 
sbrt of creature, and men need, not 
think I want to set myself up as being 
anything at all out of the common. 
I know what I am. I committed a 
sin once that might have kept me out 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. I was 
sorry for it. God was merciful and 
He told me that I need not be 
troubled about it any more. He said 
that He made me do it. He tempted 
me beyond my powers of resistance 
and He did so in order to teach me. 
The lesson I have learned and what I 
must tell all people is, that God 
knows every little thing they do. 
Every word that men speak they shall 
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give account for, if they ever enter 
into the Kingdom of God. "There 
are many better men in the world 
than you.'^ Those words God said to 
me and I am glad He did. I do not 
want men to think I am or pretend to 
be better than they are. We all are 
what God wishes us to be. Those 
who get to be of the same ideas as 
Jesus had, enter into Heaven. It is 
of this world and there is no place 
where people go after death. In 
the sight of God all men who are not 
in His Kingdom are dead now. They 
are spiritually dead. "I come to 
preach the Gospel to the dead," Jesus 
said, and He also said God is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living. 

What must we do, men say. You 
must do acts of kindness. You must 
not allow people to know of your 
good works. You must not pray 
publicly. All those things Jesus told 
men about two thousand years ago. 
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Now I shall tell people more of 
what , God said to me. It is more 
than twelve months since He spoke 
these words. I would have told peo- 
ple before, but I have not had an op- 
portunity. He said to me: "The 
"people of this world are all the 
"same people — the blacks and the 
"whites and the Chinese. The 
" Chinese are the worst people God 
" has. They worship images of gold 
" and of silver and of wood." " You 
" know about the ark," he said, "and 
" you are now to go and open an at- 
"las and look at the map of the world 
" on Mercator's Projection." 

I did so. God then said to me, 
"Noah died near Mount Ararat. 
The descendants of Shem went east 
and then north into Tobolsk and 
Tomsk, then they went east and south 
into China. From China they went 
into India. Then they went back to 
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China. From there they spread 
north and into Russia. 

"The descendants of Ham went into 
Persia, then into Afghanistan and Be- 
loochistan, and then into India. From 
India they went north and up to Nor- 
way and Sweden between the Gulf 
of Bothnia and the White sea. They 
were driven out of that country by 
the people who lived there at that 
time. They then went into Russia 
and spread about over that country. 

"The descendants of Ham also went 
south into Arabia and into Egypt. 
These were the Jews. They were cir- 
cumcised, because in the sight of God 
they were a bastard race. From 
Egypt they went up through Syria. 
Then they went on into Europe." 

When God had said all that, He 
asked me if I would like to learn 
more. I was afraid to speak to God, 
and He said, "You need not be afraid 
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to speak to me." Then He said to me: 
"You have learnt enough." 

Now I have delivered my message 
about the people. If people try to 
study and find out they will see that 
what God told me is true. We are 
all the same people. 

On another occasion God spoke to 
me, and He said: *'You must give up 
all your money, everything you must 
give up." I was in prison then, and 
He said: " Ask for a pen and ink and 
"write to your uncle at Stratford-on- 
*'Avon, and tell him to take your 
"money and give it to the poor." I 
was going to obey and God said to 
me, "Your uncle will write and tell 
you that you are mad if you do." I 
did not care about that and I was 
going to ask for writing paper, and 
God said to me: "You need not write, 
I was only trying you." Then, again, 
on another occasion He said to me, 
"When the commissioners come and 
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ask you any questions, you are to say, 
' I am the Holy Ghost and I have 
come to prepare the way for the Son 
of Man.' " He, in that way, taught 
me that the Holy Ghost is simply the 
spirit of truth, and when that spirit 
dwells in a man it is not the man who 
speaks, but the spirit of truth, which 
is the Holy Ghost. 

Of course the commissioners 
thought I was mad when I told them 
what God told me to say. People 
may wonder, but the fact is that God 
intended me to learn by suffering, 
and He told me to say those things in 
order that I might think about them, 
and wonder how I could be the Holy 
Ghost. The Holy Ghost, then, is the 
spirit of truth, and whenever a man 
speaks the truth he does not speak, it 
is the spirit in him that does so. Of 
course, people will see that it is so, 
because when a man is dead he can 
speak no more. The spirit in him has 
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goiie, and that means only that he has 
ceased to breathe. A man's spirit is 
the air he breathes. 

Now when God said to Abraham, 
''Your seed shall be as the sand of 
the sea," He did not mean that the 
descendants of the man, Abraham, 
should be as the sand of the sea. The 
word "your" in that case referred to 
the spirit that dwelt in Abraham, and 
that spirit was God. It is God's peo- 
ple who are as the sand of the sea; 
that is, that no man can number them. 
In the same way God said to me, 
when I was in prison: "You shall 
live for more than a thousand years. 
You shall be their God for a thousand 
years, and after that you shall be tried 
again." That means only that the 
spirit of truth that dwells in me shall 
dwell in all men, and shall reign 
a thousand years. There will be a 
thousand years of peace then. 

Now I think I have said enough 
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for the present. People may say, well, 
what does it all amount to? It 
amounts to this: That I have got 
into what is called Heaven, and I have 
had spiritual pleasures revealed to 
me. There is no Heaven that people 
go to after death. People are now 
living in God. They are all working 
on and doing their best, and although 
few of them know it, God makes 
them do just as He pleases. 

I will just add a few more words 
about things that are to come. These 
words are true and God is my wit- 
ness that He spoke them. 
In time to come: 

There shall be no taxes. 

There shall be no marriage rites. 

There shall be no public praying. 

There shall be no wise men. 

END OF VOLUME I 
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